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MASTERPIECE OF
MASTERPIECES

Sultans of Deccan India, 1500-1700
Opulenceand Fantasy
Metropolitan Muscum of Art,
NewYork

20 Aprl-26.July 2005

Reviewed by Thomas Murray

Longin preparation, ‘Sultans of
Deccan India, 1500-1700'at the Met,
isbetter forall the time spent. After
‘more than one careful viewing and
study of the catalogue, itis clear
that the subtitle ‘Opulenceand
Fantasy’isa grand understatement.
This rich exhibition was frst
conceived ten yearsagoby then
Islamicdepartment head, Daniel
‘Walker, It has been brought to
fruition bya team including
Navina Haidar (curator of Islamic
art), Marika sardar (associate
curator of southern Asianand
Islamicart, San Diego Museum of
Art)and senior MMA research
associate Courtney Stewart. It
shows that there s more to beinga
successful curator than displaying
expertisein history, geography,
geology, politics, militaria, textiles,
paintings, sculpture, architecture,
jewellery, metalwork, coinage,
‘book making, calligraphy, trade,
religionand migration, toname
buta few of theareas covered. You
alsoneed toknow where the great
piecesaresleeping, exercise
diplomaticskilltoborrow them,
accessnotrivial amount of financial
resources tomove them, and copious

amounts oftime to pull somany
‘masterpieces from somany sources.
‘Thelenders listisawho's whoof
Indianand islamicart fromaround
theworld. Isewh i 1 bad, 169, Ink
hich  primary Vase, Bijapur, early 17th opaque watercolor, and gold
i i tury. Ink, on paper, sox sacm (19 x17°)
idsection, flourished in i tercolor, and gold.
i anidol. paper,25 ) 3 Panel froma tentlining,
inobili issic Burhanpur, circa166s.
g ibjects, includi its,which ~ of Jodhpur's x127em
fricaand ha-sidd ). MMA3L821
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